
OLVER ANNOUNCES FEDERAL WORKER ASSISTANCE FOR MACDERMID GRAPHIC ARTS
April 17, 2002

  

Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (D-MA) announced that                the U.S. Department of Labor has certified that MacDermid Graphic                Arts in Adams is eligible for worker adjustment assistance under                the Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988. Olver lobbied the Labor                Department to investigate the case and supported the petition filed                by the UNITE Local 841T union.

               "This assistance will help MacDermid's workers to find new                jobs and get back on their feet," Olver said. "We've got                to do everything in our power help workers succeed in our increasingly                global economy."

               MacDermid Graphic Arts, which produces printing blankets and sleeves,                will close in July, 2002. 24 workers were laid off in November,                2001, and an additional 80 workers will be displaced this summer.                The worker adjustment assistance includes job placement assistance,                career counseling, job search clubs and workshops, up to 104 weeks                of occupational training, trade readjustment allowances (52 weeks                of income support including 26 weeks of unemployment insurance and                up to 26 additional weeks of support bringing total possible income                support up to 78 weeks), reimbursement of 90% of expenses related                to out of area job searches, and relocation allowances. 

               "It's a shame that MacDermid will be closing its doors, but                hopefully this funding will help make the transition a little easier                for affected workers," Olver added. 

               MacDermid qualified for this assistance because an increase in imports                of articles that compete directly with MacDermid's products caused                the company's sales and production to decline. 

               For more information about the benefits that will be provided, contact                Heather Putnam, Executive Director of Berkshire County Regional                Employment Board, at (413) 442-7177, extension 102.

### 

 1 / 1


